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Following CEO of UrbanGrowth NSW, David Pitchforth’s, defence of their 
planning proposals (see letter 24 November at end of page), a swarm of angry 

letters followed. Bob Edgar and Suzette Meade, defenders of the Cumberland 
Heritage site, criticise development without concerns for heritage in Parramatta, 
and five others condemn destructive development elsewhere, including Darling 

Harbour and the Powerhouse Museum. 
 

 

Heritage comes last in growth of urban centres 
It is galling to see David Pitchford (Letters, November 24) crowing about vibrant 
communities and protecting Indigenous and colonial heritage in Parramatta 

North. 
We are having imposed on us a new, 30,000-seat football stadium, the answer 

to a question that no one asked. In the process, Parramatta Memorial Pool will 
be demolished, no proper consultation, no discussion, no commitment to a 
replacement. Surely a pool used every day of the year for recreation, learning, 

sport and general wellbeing trumps a monolithic edifice with limited public 
access, used largely for profit-making entities and the consequential promotion 

of alcohol and gambling? What's vibrant about that? 
As for the protection of Indigenous and colonial heritage, Urban Growth and the 
Baird government continue to ignore proposals for the restoration of the 

Cumberland Hospital Precinct as public open space and the heritage buildings 
preserved and used for cultural, learning and entertainment purposes. This 

precious precinct is inextricably linked to our Indigenous history and the very 
beginnings of the colony. 
They incessantly peddle the lie that in order to preserve our heritage buildings it 

is necessary to flog off the open space for private development. Heritage is just 
a nuisance to this NSW government. 

Bob Edgar Westmead 
 
Greenery not UrbanGrowth in Parramatta 

I don't mind David Pitchford – chief of UrbanGrowth NSW – tooting his own horn 
"Laying solid foundations to make communities vibrant" (Letters, November 24) 

but please make sure you are playing all the sheet music. 
He has conveniently just played the chorus the community in Parramatta hear 

over and over again: "restoring the heritage core". 
Mr Pitchford seems to have forgotten many verses of the UGNSW propaganda 
song. Like proposing to sell the surrounding 20 hectares of public land equally as 

historic for private residential development. Or the second verse of proposing 
4000 private residential units in towers up to 30 stories just metres from the 

oldest convict female factory in Australia – ruining any chance of its well 
deserved Unesco world heritage listing. 
Well we have a little ditty for you Mr Pitchford, and it goes like this: 

UrbanGrowth are not welcome by the community in Parramatta. We will be 
standing shoulder to shoulder to uphold our green ban Jack Mundey and the 

CFMEU placed on this entire site until you and the new "Landcom on steroids" hit 
the road. 
Suzette Meade Toongabbie 

 



Thank you David Pitchford, CEO UrbanGrowth NSW, but a great deal of what you 
are building or designing is not necessarily wanted by the general public. 

Barangaroo is an ongoing travesty and the Sydney Fish Markets looks likely to 
follow the same path. Don't mention the Powerhouse Museum. Constantly we 

are being told what is good for us but very seldom, if ever, is this backed up by 
published business cases that demonstrate the need, the positive outcome and a 
cost/benefit to the public of the investment. 

Greater Sydney is crying out for a properly integrated public transport system 
that will enable projects to be built in appropriate locations that are accessible to 

the general public by public transport. The only "growth" seems to be in the size 
of developers' wallets. 
Robin Humphrey Springwood 

 
 

Thank you UrbanGrowth, my core competencies have never felt so value-added 
since I read your letter (November 24). If you could lay foundations on 
incomprehensible jargon, then the future of Sydney's resilient and connected 

communities are indeed looking vibrant. I can't tell you how impressed I am that 
you've reached 10 major milestones across your portfolio, because I have no 

idea what you are talking about. As for entering the marketplace, putting runs 
on the board and topping out something at Green Square, Great, I think? Or bad 

luck, maybe? Hopefully that landmark agreement you've signed involving 
university students in future city thinking will help? Any chance of some trees? 
Phil Bradshaw Naremburn 

 
 

David Pitchford your letter was a gem. All action, driving, achieving: 'ten major 
milestones', and 'runs on the board' buttressed with powerful abstractions: 
'foundations', 'landmark', 'marketplace' and 'transformations', three of them. 

Took me back to my days in public service, just before afternoon tea and an 
early mark. 

Philip Moore Fairlight 
 
 

If UrbanGrowth NSW is involving university students in "future city thinking", it 
might ask Sydney University students what they think of the ditching of two 

separate projects in recent years to provide a metro connection to Sydney 
University, a current proposal to build a western metro nowhere near it, and not 
even a light rail proposal to connect the University with the CBD. 

Doug Walker Baulkham Hills 
 

 
David Pitchford of UrbanGrowth NSW states that plans for White Bay Power 
Station and Sydney Fish Markets "compares to Barangaroo". Heaven help 

Sydney. 
Margaret Grove Abbotsford 

 

 
  



24 November, 2016 
 

Laying solid foundations to make communities vibrant 
We can no longer let claims by your newspaper that we "do not have much of a 

record" go unchallenged ("Terracotta Warriors", November 22). 
In its three short years, UrbanGrowth NSW has laid solid foundations to create 
vibrant, resilient and connected communities. To suggest otherwise is ill-

informed and ignores an outstanding year for the organisation. In the last six 
months alone, we have reached at least 10 major milestones across our 

portfolio. If Sydney thinks it is lagging in major urban transformation projects, it 
need not panic.   
After only two years, we have entered the marketplace on the White Bay Power 

Station and Sydney Fish Market projects. This compares to Barangaroo, which is 
still under construction 19 years since it first came onto the agenda. Since June 

we have put many "runs on the board", including a transformation plan for 
Parramatta Road; topping out the first residential development at Green Square 
and unlocking more than 10,000 new home sites across Greater Sydney four 

months ahead of schedule. We also signed a landmark agreement with 10 NSW 
universities to involve students in future city thinking and commenced work on 

protecting our indigenous and colonial heritage at Parramatta North. As we plan 
for Sydney's population growth, the case for sensible, sustainable urban 

transformation is stronger than ever. 
David Pitchford UrbanGrowth NSW CEO, Sydney 
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